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Psalm 8, Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13            New Year’s Service  

Revelation 21: 1-6       

"The New Meets the Old” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Time is a funny thing. There are times where you want the time to go faster, 

e.g. while you are waiting, and then times where you desperately want time 

to slow down, because it is going by so quickly. Many of us experience this 

at Christmas time. I remember as a child wanting to hold onto to those 

moments of present opening, but you can’t. Later with our own children we 

decided to pray for each one giving us gifts, and that made it last longer, and 

gave more of a worshipful time on Christmas day, if I had services to 

conduct or not. In any case, time just beats along like a metronome, no 

matter whether we want the tempo faster or slower. 

 

Time also comes to us in seasons. If you have international calendars, or 

ones that mention holidays you do not recognize, then you know people 

have many seasons they go through that you may not even know about. We 

all have seasons in common as well. The Lord made the earth to give us four 

seasons of Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall. All you have to do is call…and 

I’ll be there, yes I’ll be there… No wait, that’s a song, sorry. New Year’s 

Day in our culture comes during Winter and is a strange time, ten days after 

Winter solstice which was last Monday at 5:02 am, the shortest amount of 

daylight, just under nine hours of daylight here in Ottawa.  Of course we 

know that means there will be fifteen hours of daylight around June 21. And 

the seasons continue. 

 

There’s the Church year, that starts with Advent, this last year on Nov. 29, 

almost no one lives their lives by the Church New Year, practically as a 

holiday. There’s the School Year, which starts at the end of August or the 

beginning of September, which was messed up this year for a number of 

reasons. There’s the Biblical calendar from ancient Israel, that has Nisan as 

the first month, usually mid-March to mid-April, depending on the year. The 

first month of the year was in the Spring, and the Spring was a time of 

harvest, as people would plant in what we would call late Fall, early Winter, 

because the land is much milder than here. Israel’s holidays of Passover 

(Lev. 23:5), Unleavened Bread (Lev. 23:6) and Firstfruits (Lev. 23:10) were 

in that first month of harvest, giving thanks to God as we do in October. 

Yes, a second Passover happens closer to our Easter, and that is found in 
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Numbers 9:10-11. Don’t get confused, because it is to do so. God makes it 

clear that the year started with Thanksgiving and celebrating His 

faithfulness. But ancient Israel’s calendar is foreign to us, and even to get 

our heads around the warmer weather and earlier harvest is hard for many of 

us. It’s like the citrus harvest in California, as you know the best oranges 

from there come in January or February. It messes with your mind a bit to 

think of harvest in the coldest times for us… 

 

And the seasons of life take us by surprise. Ecclesiastes is the best place to 

go to hear that again. Usually we read Ecclesiastes 3 at funerals, because that 

is always a season of life that takes us by surprise. Doctors cannot tell us 

how long we will live, certainly not to the day. They can tell us about how 

others died from their diseases, but they can’t tell us. Only God holds that 

day. We will give an account to Him. Now of course, during this pandemic, 

ironically, the Liberal government is simultaneously deeply grieving the 

losses in our nursing homes and other places, while trying to pass legislation 

so people can more easily get Physician assisted suicide, or Medical 

assistance in dying, as it is now called, because people don’t want to hear the 

word “suicide” even though that is what it is. That is the only way you can 

know the exact day and hour of your physical life ending. Otherwise the gift 

of life goes on and you receive like I do, a day at a time, in whatever 

condition we are in. 

 

Birth comes the same way, not knowing the day or hour, unless you having 

various medical difficulties, then a C-section is scheduled and carried out. 

That’s the only way to know the day and hour of a birth. And Jesus is 

coming again, but we don’t know the day or hour. No action of ours can 

change that day and hour. We know we are living in the end times. But we 

don’t know when He will come. 

 

Ecclesiastes, meanwhile, says to take the season you are in and trust God. 

Don’t put off God till later. That’s a bad strategy. It may be too late, like the 

guy who tore down his smaller storage facilities and built great big ones, and 

was planning for a long, luxurious retirement. (Luke 12:16-21) But he got 

sick and died before he could enjoy what he had planned. It has a very 

2020/2021 sound to it. He was planning on being generous to himself, but 

wound up being generous to everyone left behind him. Plan to be generous 

while you have the choice to be generous in 2021. It is your legacy. You 

cannot keep what is not ultimately yours. And thank you to so many of you 

that have been generous to Grace Church in this last year, and to whoever 
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has been giving us a gift anonymously here and there. Thank you for your 

kindness and care. 

 

Solomon, who wrote Ecclesiastes, who is the Teacher (Hebrew: qoheleth), 

King David’s son who ruled in Jerusalem (1:1), wants you to know if you 

are young, don’t put off God until later in your life. The book ends that way: 

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth. (12:1-8) Please note that 

“youth” is defined by not having yet lost pleasure, eyesight, dental loss and 

decay, hearing loss, sexual dysfunction, disabilities, sicknesses and 

handicaps. Now Solomon does this with poetry: “…before the silver cord is 

severed or the golden bowl is broken; before the pitcher is shattered at the 

spring, or the wheel broken at the well, and the dust returns to the ground it 

came from…” (12: 6-8) Youth slips away. I remember as a 24 year old 

student pastor, saying that something was “cool” at the time. I had a 15 or 16 

year old teenager in the youth group who didn’t mind speaking her mind, 

and told me that “You are so old that you don’t have the right to say 

anything is cool or not…” Youth had slipped away, at least in that moment. 

 

Solomon tells us to enjoy our work, and the moments we have together with 

our loved ones, because this doesn’t last as long as we think it does. (9:7-10) 

Most of the things that we strive after achieving won’t last and aren’t new. 

This is why Solomon teaches that much of life has an empty or meaningless 

quality to it, a “vanity of vanities,” (1:2) a wind that comes and goes (1:6). 

The word for “vanity” in Hebrew really means “breath or vapor.” This life 

has an inherent ephemeral quality to it, it’s not meant to last.  We find that 

hard to hear, many of us, but it is true. There is life beyond this life, but that 

too is another season. 

 

We may think that if we just had more pleasure, or more power, or more 

wisdom or knowledge or understanding, or more fame, or more 

relationships, or more resources, time or money, that we would be totally 

happy, totally satisfied. But Solomon who acquired more of all these 

categories than anyone in history tells us they do not do what you think they 

might do if you have them. I’ve had them, Solomon says, and they don’t do 

for me or for you what you think.  

 

Learn from your losses, he says. (7:2-6) Listening to stand up comedians or 

watching comedy may help you a little, but if you really want to benefit 

from your experiences in life, listen to your losses, because the laughter is 

like kindling on the fire, it doesn’t last long. Learn from your losses that this 
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season is almost over and a new one is coming. How are you at trusting the 

Lord with this new season? 

 

Anything could be better than 2020, you say. Are you sure about that? What 

has God taught you in the limiting of your freedom, to not shop, to not go 

out, to not be able to meet with family like usual? Have you used the time 

you have gained for increasing your connection with the Lord? Have you 

taken advantage of the time to be practicing the reading of Scripture, prayer 

and choosing to gather with others for those two activities and reaching out 

with the love you have to those who need it? What have you filled your time 

with in the last year, different from all other years? 

 

I know I have watched/listened/read the news too much. I hope to have more 

balance in the coming year. Solomon teaches that it is good to have balance 

in this life: not being overrighteous and not being overwicked. (7:15-18) 

Fear God (respect Him as God, worship Him regularly) and know you will 

give an account to Him for daily living at the end of life. Why not talk to 

Him right now and get to know Him better? 

 

I don’t really know what to say for 2021. Let me reflect from Eccl. 3: 1-8: 

There will be more deaths from Covid. There will be more babies born in 

Canada. We will keep our gardens and farms going. We will cry. We will 

laugh. Dancing and mourning will continue. We may be able to hug again, 

later in the year. We will likely keep too many things and throw away too 

many things. It will be good to listen, and good to speak. We will see more 

hatred and more love on the news and elsewhere. We will likely hear of 

more wars, conflicts and the cessation of wars and conflicts. These are some 

of Solomon’s generation observations for every year. I’m sure 2021 will be 

another one like all the ones gone by. 

 

Again, he leaves us longing for a new heaven and earth, found in Revelation. 

There will be healing there, the wiping away of tears, and all things put back 

in order, without the brokenness of sin. It is hard for us to imagine. Let us 

hear it again, and end this year with that Scripture from Revelation 21: 1-6 

(NIV). 

21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the 

Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-31055a
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a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 

among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything 

new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.” 

6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 

and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of 

the water of life… 

Then truly the New meets the Old. 

Let us pray. 
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